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Bibliographical Notices. 

the limits of the tumour? We are compelled also to differ from M. Lisfrancin 
his preference for large ligatures of thread, over fine ones of silk. The author 
supposes that the latter, by pressing on a smaller surface, causes a more rapid 
separation of the cellular coat of the vessel, thus diminishing the security 
of the coagulated plug; but this supposition is scarcely tenable by physi¬ 
ological reasoning, and no facts are brought to bear upon the question. It is 
not the extent, but the violence of the constriction, that determines the rapidity 
of separation. Now the ligature should always be sufficiently tight to destroy 
the circulation in the parietes of the vessel, or the object of its application is 
not attained, (for the method by flat ligature advocated by Scarpa, is condemned 
by M. L.) If death of the part is thus produced, the vital injury cannot be in¬ 
creased by additional tightness, and the absorbents can separate an inch of the 
dead tube with as much rapidity as a line, for they act in cither case, only on 
the living margin of the sound part of the canal, which is not rendered at all 
more extensive by an increase in the bulk of the ligature. 

The work under notice, concludes with an ample series of tables, in which 
are given an abstract of all the cases of operations for aneurism, with which the 
extensive researches of the author have provided him. In these tables we find 
under separate heads the result of the several peculiar operations, and in distinct 
columns, references to the work in which each is contained, the name of the 
surgeon, that of the patient, the age, the nature and location of the disease, the 
manner of operating, and as far as could be ascertained, the occurrence of 
hemorrhages, other accidents, the date of the detachment of the ligatures, and 
the issue of the case. The treatise contains a great body of important facts, 
and although the high standing of M. Listranc as an operative surgeon makes 
it almost unnecessary, we cannot conclude without recommending the work in 
the highest terms to all who would obtain a rapid, concise, and full view of the 
surgical treatment of aneurism. R. C. 


XVIII. Transactions of the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta. VolVI. 
Calcutta, 1833, 8vo. pp. 509. 

The published Transactions of the Calcutta Medical and Physical Society, the 
sixth volume of which now lies before us, are, generally speaking, of a highly 
interesting character—many of the papers comprised in them acquire an addi¬ 
tional recommendation from their value in a practical point of view. 

To the physicians and surgeons of India arc afForded opportunities for the 
successful investigation of many important diseases, of which they have been by 
no means negligent in availing themselves. Though we cannot always accord 
with them in the correctness of their pathological views, nor acknowledge in 
every particular the correctness of their plan of treatment, wc nevertheless 
feel a pleasure in giving them credit for many and important contributions to 
our stock of medical information. 

We have not sufficient space, on the present occasion, to notice particularly 
the different papers contained in the volume before us, much less to allow of a 
proper analysis of them. Wc shall therefore merely point out as particularly 
interesting, in addition to the accounts of the medical topography of different 
sections of India, by Dr. Mouat, and Surgeon Leslie, the paper on the variety 
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of East India opium, with tables of analysis of the drug produced in various 
parts of the country, and a detail of the Chinese mode of preparing it, by Dr. 
Smyttan, which contains many particulars of no little importance to the pharma¬ 
ceutist. Also the remarks on malignant ulcer and hospital gangrene, by Surgeon 
Geddes. The account of the Bronchocele, or Goitre of Nipal, and of the Cis and 
Trans-llymalayan regions, by Surgeon Bramley, is likewise an excellent paper. 
The disease is stated by this gentleman to prevail extensively, and so far as re¬ 
gards external appearances, to resemble precisely the same affection observed 
in Europe. It is met with over every habitable part of the Himalayan range, 
and at an elevation not less than seven thousand feet above the level" of the sea. 
It is less prevalent in some parts, however, than in others. There are some 
towns and villages where bronchocele is never known to occur very commonly, 
though the people who dwell in their immediate vicinity may be particularly 
liable to it In regard to the causes of this affection, the facts collected by the 
writer are negative, tending to show that they do not consist in any peculiari¬ 
ties of food, water, or any particular state of the atmosphere; they by no means 
point out, however, the true causes of the disease. 


The article on the efficacy of vaccination in India, by Surgeon Mercer, co..firms 
the importance of the Jcnnerian discovery, as a prophylactic against smali-pox. 
On the use of the liquor ammonia: pure in cholera. By Surgeon Steart. By this 
gentleman thirty drops of the pure liquor of ammonia, diluted with three and a 
half drachms of distilled water, and a few drops of any essential oil, are directed 
to be given, and if rejected by vomiting, the same quantity is to be repeated 
until the article remains upon the stomach; eight or ten minutes after which, 
we are informed, “ the patient will be certain of recovering.”(!) The remedy is 
to be repeated at intervals of five, ten, or fifteen minutes, according to the 
state of the patient; but the moment reaction has commenced, the quantity is 
to be lessened. Heat is to be applied to the body in every possible wav 
and one or more veins are to be opened, and the efforts to procure a flow of 
blood are to be persevered in, until reiiction has fully commenced. Of the 
success of this treatment the writer speaks in the most decided terms. 

Observations on some of the Effects of Iodine by Surgeon Twining— The effects 
alluded to are the injurious action of the article upon the liver. 

On Ligature of the Carotid Arteries in Epilepsy and some other Diseases bu 
Surgeon Preston— The only non-epileptic case noticed in the present paper in 
which ligature of the carotids was beneficial, is one of hcad-acbe and partial 
paralysis. * 


Case of Tetanus following a Punctuated Wound in the Foot Cured by Division 
of the Posterior Tibial Artery by Dr. Murray— In this case the attack of tetanus 
was very early, and the progress of the symptoms rapid. 


“ I have no doubt, remarks Dr. M. that it would soon hare run its course to 
a fatal termination, if it had been left to the sanative powers of nature alone or 
treated in the usual manner: but very little time was lost in having recourse to 
the operation, which proved a remedy of immediate and effectual power after 
the disease had decidedly formed.” 1 ’ ucr 


We refer to the quarterly summary of our twenty-seventh, and the present 
number for additional notices of the contents of the present volume of the 
Calcutta Transactions. D F r 
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